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MIssion  To chart a course of change in Japan in the direction towards a 

sustainable ñGreen Civilization Societyò 

JAES21 is an NPO established in 1993 with the chief aim of formulating  

   and presenting policy proposals for a sustainable Japan 

Vision  

 We will: 
- Seek to restructure our value 

system 

- Promote changes in the present 

social institutions and systems 

-  Support technological innovation 

 

About NPO Japan Association of Environment and 
Society for the 21st Century (JAES21) 
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Founding members  
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 Achievements in the past 16 years  
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Mind and wisdom of global citizens 

Announcement of 

model local ordinance 

on beverage vending 

machines  

 Recycling-oriented society 

ï Vision and Roadmap  

Environmental ethics from the kitchen table 

Research study on wisdom of traditional societies 

instrumental in the formation of sustainable, recycling-

oriented society 

Discussions on green economy 

Support for compilation of 

NECôs annual report (annual)  

Research on business-

NGO partnership  

Environmental NGO of the future 

ï Learning from the West  

12-point proposal for 

realization of sustainable 

transportation  

10 proposals that 

enhance the viability 

of green economy  

Eco-Power Award for 

Corporate Executives  

Policy proposal for promotion of 

waste reduction  

 Policy proposal on introduction 

of environmental tax 
Third proposal for introduction of ñenvironmentalò 

principles in Japanese Constitution  

Partnership Award Received 

Partnership Award  
Development of programs and promotion of personnel training for 

environmental education  

Formulation of draft outline for Basic 

Law on Environmental Education  
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Publishing ñUse of 

Traditional Wisdom for a 

Sustainable Society ò  

Establishment of Basic 

Law on Environmental 

Education 
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1. Recycling-oriented society ï 

Vision and Roadmap  

Vision and roadmap for recycling-

oriented society in the U.S. and Japan 

towards the target year of 2030 (Energy, 

waste, consumption and lifestyle, and 

business) 

3. Green economy 

 
12 proposals that enhance the 

viability of green economy (Food, 

work and purchase) 

Qualifications of managers as 

leaders of the 21st century society 

 

4. Environmental ethics 

 
Mind and wisdom of global citizens ï 

why environmental ethics now 

Environmental ethics from the kitchen 

table ï Restoring traditional Japanese 

diet  

5. Traditional wisdom of 

sustainability in Japan 

 
Application of Japanôs traditional wisdom in the 

establishment of sustainable society in the 21st 

century (Greater emphasis on peace of mind than 

on attachment to things, learning to be fulfilled, 

sense of oneness with nature, etc.) 

2. Law for the Promotion of 

Environmental Education 
Council meeting for the formulation of 

Law for the Promotion of Environmental 

Education 

 Environmental education study group  

 

Projects for 

 Green Civilization  

Society  
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6. Introduction of ñenvironmental 

principlesò in Japanese Constitution  

 

The addition of another pillar of ñenvironmental 

principlesò to the three basic pillars of Japanese 

Constitution ï democracy, peace and basic human 

rights -- which contains no reference to the term 

ñenvironment.ò 

 Major activities of JAES21  
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Premises for Examination of Green Civilization Society (1) 

Declining and aging population 

Japanôs population of 127 million in 2010 is projected to shrink to 115 million by 

2030 

The number of people aged 70 or older is projected to expand from 11.9 million in 

1995 to 27.8 million by 2020 

Japan is a nation with high life expectancy, at 79.29 years of age for men and 

86.05 for women (2008). 

GDP (2008: nominal GDP): GDP is declining in nominal terms 

GDP (4 trillion 900 billion US dollars) 

Per capita GDP (39,000 US dollars) 

Widening disparity in wealth 

 About one third of employed persons hold non-regular jobs, with shrinking middle-

class households , widening the gap between the rich and poor. 

Environmental measures 

 Japan ranks among the top in the world in terms of overall environmental 

measures.  While individual companies have the worldôs top-level technology in 

anti-global warming measures, the inadequate development of institutional 

frameworks essential for their expansion (including taxes and charges, emissions 

trading and system for fixed-price purchase of renewable energy) prevents wider 

application and further development of such outstanding technologies.  
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Traditional Japanese wisdom 

was mainly formulated in the 

 Edo Period. 

note Edoò is the  
former name of Tokyo) 
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Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 
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Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 

Major Features of the  

Edo period (1603-1868) 

 1  Population: 10 million (early 1600s)    

 

33million (the end of the period) 

 

2  Industry:  Mainly, Agriculture and 

Fisheries, which were accompanied by 

commerce and handciraft. 

Traditional Japanese wisdom was mainly formulated in the Edo Period. 4 
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Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 
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4  Education:  

   not only Samurai 

but also ordinary 

people enjoyed 

high level of 

education. 

Traditional Japanese wisdom was mainly 

formulated in the Edo Period. 

3  Religion:  Buddhism and Shintoism 

*Christianity was strictly prohibited. 
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Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 

4 5 

5  National Isolation Policy: 

ÅIntroduced in 1587 and Completed in 1639 

ÅOnly Dutch, Chinese, and Koreans were allowed 

to visit Japan and do trade 

ÅIn 1853, US Navy Commander Perry came to Edo 

Bay, and forced to open Japan to Western Powers. 

Å15years later, the Edo Period came to end and new 

Government came to power. (Meiji Restoration) 

ÅWith the beginning of the new Era, western 

culture together with arms flooded into Japan. 
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6 Traditional 8 -point Wisdom 

ᵑHigher  emphasis on spiritual  well -being and 

peace of mind  than  on attachment  to 

material  wealth  

ᵒWay of life  based on oneness with  nature  

and spirit  of living  in  harmony  with  nature   

ᵓSelf-fulfillment : Learning  to be contented  or 

knowing  enough 

ᵔ Deep-rooted thoughts  on reincarnation  and 

circulatory  nature  of things  

Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 
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ᵕRespect for peace and harmony, and 

emphasis on the continuity of family  

ᵖ Atmosphere that respects free play of the 

mind  

ᵗ Ancestor worship and respect for forefathers 

for continuity of life and livelihood  

ᵘ Recognition of the value of education and 

committed efforts to nurture the future 

generations with affection  

Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 

6 Traditional 8 -point Wisdom 
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7 Why is it lost or became worthless 

during the last half century? 

Japanôs defeat in WW2 

Ÿled to the rejection of much of pre-war values. 

 

The appeal of the American consumer civilization 
and top priority given to the values of market 
economy. 

 

Decline in the ability of families to educate children. 

Ÿparents lost confidence in passing down the wisdom. 
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Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 
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 Urbanization and construction of housing complexes 

Ÿled to the decline of local communities, morality and codes 
of behavior. 

 

Failure to explain the wisdom of traditional Japan in 
scientific language or logic.  

 

The burst of the bubble economy and emergence of 
society on IT 

Ÿcaused people to lose interest in traditional values. 

3 Why is it lost or became worthless during the last half century? 
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Premises (2) Traditional wisdom of Japan 
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Why Green Civilization Society?  

(Necessity and Indispensability)  

 

Environmental and resource limitations will not tolerate the continued 

existence of conventional, mass-production/consumption society and 

economy, that use fossil fuels as a primary energy source. 
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In the course of pursuing mass production/consumption, we have 

witnessed the erosion of common, traditional values that have served to 

ensure sustainability in Japanese societies. 
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It was the socioeconomic activities spanning nearly two centuries in the 

past that functioned as direct and universal factors instrumental in the 

erosion of values as outlined above.  This has led to the degradation of 

environment -- the foundation of all life and activities -- to a perilous level.  

For this reason, it is extremely important for us to shape a new civil society 

around the environment, the foundation of all sustainable societies, which 

we termed the Green Civilization Society (GCS).  

 

Based on the above understanding, the first precondition of a Green 

Civilization Society as described here is that it should enable humans to 

overcome their environmental and resource constraints to ensure their 

sustainable existence.  It is a society where people can live with dignity 

and a sense of purpose in the face of such difficult conditions.  We believe 

in the inevitability of a Green Civilization Society, which places its primary 

focus on environmental conservation instead of economic growth as in the 

past, for as long as human society continues to exist.  

Conclusion 
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Tentative Definition of Green Civilization Society  

(1) Terms such as ñrecycling-oriented societyò and 

ñlow carbon societyò are often used to describe a 

sustainable society.  JAES 21 has proposed a new 

term ñGreen Civilization Societyò as a 

straightforward expression of a society that will 

achieve a radical transition in its principal focus 

from economic  growth to sustainability of a society.  

Perspective  

3. Outline of Green Civilization Society(1)  
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