
 

 

(Attachment 1) 

9 January 2025 

To： 

Prime Minister, Shigeru Ishiba, 

Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, Yoji Muto, 

Minister of the Environment, Keiichiro Asao.  

 

Urgent Appeal Calling for a Decent Japanese Climate Policy1 

 

We are members of the “Citizens and Scientists Alliance Concerned About Climate Change”. 

We share the same sense of crisis because the current Japanese climate policy is far from 

decent. A decent climate policy must be at least logically debated based on the latest scientific 

findings, must be consistent with international debates and trends, must involve public 

participation in policy formation, and must be ethical and sustainable. 

 

The Government is currently developing a new Strategic Energy Plan, together with two 

related plans, and considering the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to be submitted 

to the UN. At this critical juncture, we have made the following urgent appeal calling on the 

Japanese Government to develop a decent climate policy.  

 

Extensive disasters associated with climate change are frequently reported not only in 

Japan but in other parts of the world. If this trend continues, we will soon face the grave 

realities of the era of global boiling. 

 

Japan's current climate policy will be a disaster for humanity, future society, and the future 

of Japan because it could limit the potential for sound development of its industry.  

 

The Japanese government's current greenhouse gas reduction target (46% reduction from 

the 2013 level by 2030) is at a shameful level not consistent with the internationally agreed 

1.5°C target.  

 

The current climate change policy calls for the continued use of coal and other fossil fuel 

power plants through the co-firing of hydrogen and ammonia. It also advocates the promotion 

of CCUS (carbon capture, utilization, and storage) and the maximum use of nuclear power 

plants. However, all of these have serious problems in terms of cost, greenhouse gas emission 

reductions, and even feasibility. 

 

In addition, “Pro-Growth Carbon Pricing” based on the GX (Green Transformation) 

Promotion Act has the following problems. In addressing these, an effective, internationally 

acceptable carbon pricing system should be introduced on a full-scale basis. 

 

1 For more information, contact the Japan Association of Environment and Society for the 21st 

Century：info@kanbun.org 

https://www.info@kanbun.org


 

 

(i) The fossil fuel surcharge will be introduced only after 2028, which is too late. 

(ii) The emissions trading scheme introduced in 2023 was on a voluntary basis 

with voluntary targets, thus it is not binding. The government plans to introduce an 

auction to allocate allowances in the power generation sector in FY2033, but this is too 

late.  

(iii) The carbon price set by “Pro-growth Carbon Pricing” is significantly low, less 

than one-tenth of the international level, thus, the necessary emission reductions 

cannot be expected. 

 

If the current proposal is introduced without any significant change, the deployment of 

renewables will be curtailed and the necessary emission reductions will not be realized. In 

addition, the continued import of fossil fuels keeps national wealth flowing out of the country, 

resulting in a wasteful use of the national budget. Electricity prices will rise and energy 

security become increasingly vulnerable, placing a heavy burden on the public. 

 

Measures to deal with the climate crisis are already well in the implementation phase. The 

only solution to climate stabilization is an immediate shift to zero emissions through 

promoting renewable energy and energy conservation. 

 

Japan's greatest contribution to the world is to make commensurate greenhouse gas 

reductions. The main actors in this effort are all stakeholders, including citizens and 

businesses. However, it is impossible to address the climate crisis if national policies send the 

wrong messages to the public. 

 

Now is the time for the Japanese government to review its current inadequate emission 

reduction targets and set a new target of at least 60% reduction by 2030 (compared to the 2013 

level) and 80% reduction by 2035 (compared to the 2022 level) as indicated by the IEA for 

developed countries.   

 

Effective public participation is essential in developing climate policy. To promote policies 

that properly address the climate crisis, a new legally binding mechanism, promulgated, for 

example, by a “Law Addressing Climate Crisis”, is considered necessary. 

 

From: the Executive Members of the “Citizens and Scientists Alliance Concerned About 

Climate Change” 

 

Jusen Asuka, Professor, Tohoku University, 

Seiji Ikkatai, Professor Emeritus, Musashino University,  

Saburo Kato, President, Institute of Environmental Civilization, 

Shuzo Nishioka, Counselor, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES),  

Konoe Fujimura, Representative, Japan Association of Environment and Society for the 21st   

Century, 

Kazuo Matsushita, Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University,  

Takako Momoi, Director, Tokyo Office, Kiko Network, and 

Hideyuki Mori, Advisor, Japan Association of Environment and Society for the 21st Century. 


